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                           "WHERE DID HE GET THAT HAT?"

NARRATOR:
Night has bid us farewell once again and day is trying

to peek through the haze and clouds to make its grand    entrance.

NARRATOR:
Sometimes when we awaken from a night's sleep, we are

still in a dream state, and our imagination overtakes    us, and is entertaining....as if we are watching a       movie....

NARRATOR:
What is this I see?  It looks like a huge frog!  And

he's standing up like you and me...dressed in coat tails and a tall silk hat‑‑with a monocle?

NARRATOR: My imagination must be playing tricks on me.

Imagination, what are you up to??  Well, it's not going away and the frog has piqued my curiosity.  He looks like he's looking for somebody.  Well, maybe we should check this out together, ok?  Are you ready?  Take my hand, cause here we go!.....Whee!!!!!.......

NARRATOR: A loud whirling, wispy sound grabs us up, and somehow we

are right there... Right before us stands...as big as life...this frog.  He abruptly jumps back realizing we are there, and lets out a big loud "croak".

PROFESSOR FROG:
Hi, I've been waiting for you...to tell my 

story.  Now I shall begin....My name is 

Professor Frog.  Why?  Because I wear a hat of 

knowledge.

(And he begins to sing:)

        "Hat of Knowledge"

        A hat of knowledge is what I have on

        I hope to wear it as a king wears his crown

        If I give my hat three taps  ("tap, tap, tap" sound)***

        Some words of wisdom appear in my hat.

NARRATOR:  He takes his hat off and looks inside.

PROFESSOR FROG:
What do I have stored in here for us today?  

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog takes out a piece of paper, pulls his monocle, attached to a chain, up to his left eye, and reads it slowly as if wanting to digest every word.

PROFESSOR FROG: 
Our minds are curious and imaginative and take 

us many places...to places of happiness and to

places of sadness.

He puts his hat back on and puts the paper in his pocket, as if to tuck away this knowledge for another time.  He ponders with his right forefinger on his chin.  

PROFESSOR FROG:  
Hmm, I once remember having traveled with my 

two friends, Curt and Mandy, to the Land of 

Myrtle, the Gloom....Yes, it was a cloudy 

day...Listen, the story went something like

this.....

NARRATOR:  Suddenly, about a dozen figures wearing black cloaks with ghost‑like faces appear out of nowhere. (Instrumental intro for “Theme Song” begins)  They wave their arms and move their bodies as if in slow motion & begin acting out the words of an adventure we are about to embark on:  

(The cloaked figures begin to sing:)

                            "Theme Song"

Verse 1:    Land of dying vines and trees

            No smiles, but frowns

            A gray cloud inside and out

            It's so easy to let yourself drown. (oo, oo)

Verse 2:    Wilted plants cover the hills

            Stickers echo pains of anger

            A dinosaur ageless and lost

            A cactus whose spell's a danger.  (oo, oo)

Bridge 1:   Butterflies won't live here

            For it's too airtight

            Like a glass jar

            Sealed up for the night. (Ba Bah, Ba Bah, Ba Bah)

Verse 3:    To wallow in sadness

            Is the way time is spent

            The attitude is negative

            And there's no love to lend.

Theme Song – Continued

Chorus:     But love can abide here

            It can sit by your side

            And mend your heart

            If you want a new start..

            It can turn you around

            So you're not upside down

            And take you home

            Spinning golden memories

            Upon to live, so let us give

            Some love.

Bridge 2:   (oo, oo, oo, oo)

  All was dark in this land

            Till two children and a frog were led here

            To be tested by the queen, Myrtle,

            Master Moss and Whistle Weed

            With all the cheerless sounds

            Of Myrtle in a cloud,

            Gloomy Myrtle in a cloud.

Verse 4:    A cloud that's zipped up

            And in it you'll find

            Frustrations that hurt

            Where the sun never shines. (oo, oo)

Verse 5:    Myrtle's negative thoughts

            Hover around

            Her gloomy presence is felt

            Even when she makes no sound. (oo, oo)

Bridge 1:   Everything seems so quiet

            Except the crying in pain

            Everything seems so involved

            As if there is only shame. (Ba Bah, Ba Bah, Ba Bah)

Verse 6:    Myrtle reigns over her land

            She's a ruthless, sad queen

            Possessed with a bad attitude

            Watch out or she'll control you and me,

            She wants to control you and me.

NARRATOR:
The Wilted Plants remove their black cloaks and fog appears and they now look like Wilted Decaying Plants who slowly disappear from sight as if magic.

                             CHAPTER I

                         "GARDEN INVASION"

NARRATOR:  It all started with Curt and Mandy, who are brother and sister and just typical kids longing to have some fun and adventure one summer day.

NARRATOR:  Curt is 10 years old and poetic‑minded, creating poems off the top of his head which he spontaneously says aloud as he's captivated by life all around.  His dark round‑framed glasses make him look very intelligent.  Mandy, is 9 years old and is scientific‑minded.  She carries a magnifying glass wherever she goes, anxiously wanting to see into things.  Pictures above their beds compliment their talents and aspirations.  Above Curt's bed is a picture of Shakespeare and above Mandy's bed is a picture of Einstein.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog, a giant stuffed toy, is a buddy of theirs.  He sits in a squatting position on their dresser...Little do they know that he's much more than a toy and hears all that goes on in their room.

(Dreams Instrumental plays in the background‑‑a couple verses.)

NARRATOR:  Upon awakening from their night's slumber, Curt and Mandy stretch and yawn, making all the typical wakeup noises.  Curt and Mandy get up and get dressed in their play clothes.  Mandy puts on blue coveralls and a short‑sleeved white blouse.  She puts her magnifying glass in one pocket of her coveralls and a handkerchief in the other pocket.  Curt puts on a colorful short‑sleeved shirt and matching jams with a belt.

MANDY (says mischievously to Curt)

       Do you have the same idea I do?

CURT (responds mischievously to Mandy)

       It would be nice to have some fun outside before

       everybody gets up.

NARRATOR:  The kids go downstairs quietly, careful not to awaken their mother and father.  Professor Frog hops off the dresser and ponders.....

PROFESSOR FROG (as if in a loud whisper)

       Why should I (pointing to himself) let them have all

       the fun?  I'll just follow far enough behind so they

       don't see me and find out what they are up to.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog winks and hops out of the bedroom and goes outside to see what the children are up to.  It's a cloudy day with one gigantic low hanging cloud.  The children point to the giant cloud, but decide the uncertain weather is not going to discourage them from having some fun.

MANDY (enthusiastically to Curt)

       How about sampling a couple of raw, sweet carrots

       this morning from Mr. Waldorf's garden?

CURT (to Mandy, recites a poem from off the top of his head)

       A green garden is a lovely sight

       A raw, sweet carrot sounds delicious

       Let's make haste and not waste time

       Or Mr. Waldorf might get suspicious.

NARRATOR:  The children walk over to the garden site with Professor Frog following, but still keeping his distance.

MANDY (surprised)  What happened to his garden?

NARRATOR:  The children stare in astonishment at the distorted weed patch.  Professor Frog taps his hat three times (tap, tap, tap) *** He takes off his hat, looks inside, and pulls out a piece of paper. 

Still holding his hat in his hand, with an air of suspicion in his 

voice, he reads it aloud.

PROFESSOR FROG  Troublesome plants invade like ants...Hmm.

NARRATOR:  While putting his hat back on, tucking paper in his pocket, he once again observes children.

CURT (sympathetically)

       It looks as if Mr. Waldorf doesn't care about his garden

       anymore.  How sad to not care.

NARRATOR:  Mandy takes the magnifying glass out of her pocket.  She observes one tall thin, brown leaning plant and then one monstrous Mossy looking, gray plant.

MANDY  How very interesting.  I wonder what kind of plants

       these are?

NARRATOR:  Curt tries to pull first at the tall, thin plant and then the mossy one.

CURT   Maybe, (noise of tugging harder on the Moss plant) if... 

  (noise of exerting more effort) if we pull them, we can 

  find some carrots.

NARRATOR:  The mossy plant pulls away from Curt's grasp.  The children jump back in awe when Master Moss animates and speaks.

MASTER MOSS  (Purposely)  No, no, no, no, naughty no.  Why, 

   we're here for a purpose.

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed gives two short, high whistles.

WHISTLE WEED  (Echoing)  Naughty no, our very own purpose.

MASTER MOSS (authoritatively to children)

       You see, a shan't makes a can't.  A don't makes a won't.

       A never isn't ever, so why bother?

WHISTLE WEED (tries to repeat statement, but shows he's a

       scatter brain) (whistles) shan't (whistles) don't

       (whistles) isn't (whistles) bother?? 

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed scratches his head and looks befuddled.

BOTH CHILDREN (taken back by their presence, in unison)

       Who are you?

MASTER MOSS (deviously) Oh, you know who we are.  We're very 

  popular in Mr. Waldorf's garden.  (he sings:)

       "Our March Has Begun"

       When a garden is neglected

       Our march has begun

       We take over beautiful plants

       Till another victory's won.

NARRATOR:  The mossy character stands directly in front of Whistle Weed.

MASTER MOSS    (boastingly) 

  I am Master Moss, the king of all weeds.

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed has his hands on Master Moss's shoulders as if he needs bracing up.

MASTER MOSS  And this is...my partner in crime.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss turns around and moves quickly away from Whistle Weed, who is taken by surprise and falls down.  Whistle Weed gets up clumsily, almost tripping himself.

WHISTLE WEED I'm (whistles) Whis‑ (whistles) tle Weed.

MANDY  I'm Mandy and this is my brother, Curt.

WHISTLE WEED (in his high, little voice)

       Listen, I can whistle a song about weeds.  (Whistle

       Weed whistles throughout 1st verse while Master Moss sings:)

       "Our Power"

       When the weeds come

       Our POWER has begun

       You see, we rule this land (they point to garden)

       Making sure nothing goes hand in hand

       When the weeds come

       Our POWER has begun.

       When the weeds thrive       (Whistle Weed joins in along

       Our POWER is alive           with the Wilted Plant World)

       We act like a disease

       Spreading quick as a sneeze

       When the weeds thrive

       Our POWER is alive.

MASTER MOSS (cunningly, enticingly to children)

       We have a game we would like to play with you.

CURT (apprehensively)

       But what kind of game?

MANDY (cautiously)

       What can little fellows like you play anyway?

MASTER MOSS (loudly)

       Lots of tricks!  I have a whole bag of tricks.  (laughs

       deviously)  Ha, ha.  (enticingly to children)

       Do you want to have an adventure?

       Beyond your wildest dreams?

       We know of such a place to go

       Where you can find challenge

       By the power that we know.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss grabs Whistle Weed and they gaily sing as they dance off toward the huge low hanging cloud.  

MASTER MOSS & WHISTLE WEED:  (singing) la, la, la (etc)

NARRATOR:  The cloud is so puffy, it looks like it may burst.  And it has a most unique characteristic...a zipper on one side of it.  Master Moss unzips it and beckons to children.

MASTER MOSS    Hurry, follow us.  Don't miss the challenge of a

       lifetime!  Come, before it's too late.

MANDY (to Curt)

       How curious these creatures.  I wonder what makes them

       tick?  And what do they mean by `finding challenge by

       the power that they know'?

CURT (hesitantly)

       I don't know if we should go (pause), but who would ever

       imagine walking right into a cloud...I wonder what's

       inside of it?

NARRATOR:  Both children, look at each other, then nod their heads "yes", and taking a hold of each other's hands walk over to the

cloud and enter.

MASTER MOSS (devilishly, turns to Whistle Weed)

       Ah, ha.  I've got them under MY power now!

PROFESSOR FROG (as if to audience)

       This could get to be very interesting, and Curt and

       Mandy may need some of my knowledge.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog hollers to Master Moss, who is too preoccupied with the children to pay any attention.

PROFESSOR FROG  Hey, wait up for me!

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog slips quickly, unnoticed, in front of Master Moss, who is still gloating with Whistle Weed, into cloud.  Then Master Moss enters.  Lastly, Whistle Weed enters but gets stuck in the zipper and lets out two short, high whistles.  Master Moss gets him unstuck (some fussing sounds/comments here by Master Moss)and quickly pulls him through into the cloud and then zips it up.

                             CHAPTER II

                        "THE UNWELCOME MAT"

NARRATOR:  And they are all inside the gray, gloomy dimness of the cloud.  At first, it's hard to see as there's so much fog.  There are life size decaying plants everywhere!  

NARRATOR:  A few cracks of thunder (thunder sound effect) quickly get their attention, making them all shudder.  Curt and Mandy huddle together for protection.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss and Whistle Weed stand on the left side of the children.  Professor Frog is standing to the right of the children, behind a decaying tree, hidden from the view of the others.  As yet, no one is aware of his presence.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog feels both curious and suspicious and observes the children who are in awe of their surroundings.  Master Moss and Whistle Weed both look devious and pleased.

CURT (in awe)

       An earth all of its own, surely not one of beauty.

       (says poetically)

       This land's not green

       The sun must be on vacation

       No smell of flowers in the air

       Just a grim, decaying devastation.

MANDY (concerned)

       Perhaps, we are in a storm cloud‑‑‑but there's not even

       one breeze, only a haunting silence.

CURT   Not one butterfly could live here.  I wonder who does.

NARRATOR:  An eerie sound traveling through the air in a 

swirling motion whirls by the children.  Then there's a quick ** whining sound from the Wilted Plants.  Then everything is silent again.

CHILDREN (startled, in unison)

       What's that?

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog, who is still hiding by the decaying tree, taps  his hat three times (tap, tap, tap)           ***      and pulls out some more knowledge.

PROFESSOR FROG (reads aloud, slowly)

       Watch out for gloomy sounds...They can get you down.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog puts his hat back on and tucks the knowledge into his pocket.  He looks around suspiciously as if there may be a sneak attack on him at any moment.

NARRATOR:  A group of broom like characters approach the children, shuffling back and forth and out of rhythm with each other.  They are wearing black witch hats and black robes and from their knees down to their feet hang broom bristles. Their faces are painted a white ghost color and they have unkind expressions.  Needless to say, the children and frog are a bit startled by their appearance.

CURT   Brooms that dance?

MANDY  Who are these dreary brooms?

MASTER MOSS (authoritatively to Brooms, stepping in front of them)

       I as master of disharmony command you, Witch Grass Brooms,

       to welcome two (turns to Whistle Weed and says slyly)

       permanent (turns to Brooms once again and says) visitors

       of our land.

NARRATOR:  With Master Moss conducting, the Witch Grass Brooms begin to sing while swaying out of rhythm with each other:

       "The Unwelcome Song"

       They call us a pest            

       We love to be that way          

       We hide out in the grass

       And bring temptations your way.

       We take green

       And turn it into brown

       And take the word GOOD         

       and turn it upside down.                                               

       They call us a pest             

       We love to be that way          

       We hide out in the grass

       And bring temptations your way.

       So, look out children          

       We're going to make you stay.

NARRATOR:  One Broom takes off its hat and tries to stand on its head and falls over.  All Brooms topple over.  They all laugh, including the Wilted Plant World (combustive laughter) who is crowded around. All Brooms topple over.  The Witch Grass Brooms get up and shuffle away the same way they entered.

CURT (says bravely)

       We certainly hope there is someone more friendly

       in this land.

MASTER MOSS (says to children)

       Come, we mustn't keep the queen waiting.

WHISTLE WEED (echoing)

       No, no, no...must (whistle) not keep the queen waiting.

       (he gives two short, high whistles)

NARRATOR:  Master Moss, hurrying, starts to lead the way, beckoning the children to follow, and they do.  Whistle Weed follows directly behind Master Moss.

CURT (becoming enthusiastic, he says)

       The queen?  She must be very beautiful to be a queen.

MANDY  I wonder what she is the queen of?

NARRATOR:  More negative vibrations swirl through the air  **

creating a chilling feeling in Curt, Mandy and Professor Frog.  The Wilted Plant World lets out a whining sound again.  Master Moss looks back at the children.

MASTER MOSS  The sound will take us to Her Majesty, Queen Myrtle.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog comes out from behind the tree looking worried.

PROFESSOR FROG (in a very concerned manner)  I must hurry

       so I don't lose track of Curt and Mandy.  Getting lost

       in this land could mean a terribly, sad ending.

NARRATOR:  The road winds around and around in confusion, ** 

fatiguing the children and Whistle Weed, but not Master Moss.  

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog also becomes fatigued as he tries to follow the road around and around, attempting to catch up with the children.  The negative sounds get louder and louder and the Wilted Plants react as if in an echo (Wilted Plant World “Eh, Eh, Eh” sound). Professor Frog, who is winded, catches up with the children.

PROFESSOR FROG  (winded) Curt, Mandy, wait up for me!

CURT (surprised)  Why, we didn't know you were here.  And you talk!

PROFESSOR FROG (keenly)

       Why, I'm Professor Frog.  I've been doing a lot of

       thinking and feel you both could use my help in

       this land.

MANDY  We sure can use all the help we can get.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss and Whistle Weed are too preoccupied to be aware of Professor Frog's presence.  As Master Moss approaches Queen Myrtle's throne, Myrtle stops waving her wand, made out of a long stick, and the negative sound stops.  Queen Myrtle is seated on a giant cracked rock, which is her throne.  She is a tall, decaying tree dressed in a ragged, torn, brown dress and wears a beat up crown on her head.  Her arms, which are her top branches, also have tattered and torn sleeves.

NARRATOR:  On the left‑hand side of her throne sits a large clock with no numbers on it, but it has literally a large hand that can be turned and the word TIME spelled out in large letters in the center of the clock.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle snobbishly ignores everyone approaching.  Master Moss sheepishly tries to get her attention by making the sound of 

clearing his throat, and then bravely takes a big gulp.

MASTER MOSS (calling in a weak voice to Myrtle)

       Your Majesty.

MYRTLE (windily turning toward them)

       Well!!

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed nervously gives out two, short high whistles. Master Moss catches the children in his mossy clutches, frightening them (sound of commotion & children making sounds of being frightened), with Whistle Weed poorly attempting to assist, and brings them to the queen.  Professor Frog still goes unnoticed, standing back a bit from the children by a rock, trying to hide.

MANDY (curious, but stepping back says to Myrtle)

       Are you the queen of the forest?

MYRTLE (shouting)

       What do you mean queen of THE FOREST!  Why (stuttering)

       why, I'm queen of this WHOLE LAND!

CURT (curious, but stepping back also, says to Myrtle)

       If you're the queen, why aren't you beautiful?

MYRTLE (in a rage)

       Beauty!  What's that?  My decay is mine.  It's decay,

       not beauty here (lowering her voice)....I come as an

       eerie whisper.  I have power to change your mind.

MYRTLE (raising her voice again)  You will want decay,

       not this (says sarcastically) beauty.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog taps his hat tap, tap, tap) and    ***

proceeds to read quietly to himself the knowledge he pulls from his 

hat.  He's unaware that he has just been spotted by Queen Myrtle,

causing Whistle Weed and Master Moss to turn around in astonishment at this stranger, and to make the children fear for him.

MYRTLE (says rudely to Professor Frog)

       And what do you think you are doing?

PROFESSOR FROG (surprised, being caught off guard, clearing

       his throat a bit, he says boldly)

       I'm sunning myself in knowledge.

NARRATOR:  The children go over to Professor Frog, standing one on each side of him, and take his arms, as if to protect him, and Myrtle stands up from her throne and glares down cruelly at the children and Professor Frog while the Wilted Plant World caresses her throne as if in a spell and chant.

THE WILTED PLANT WORLD:  (chanting softly) Myrtle! Myrtle! Myrtle!

NARRATOR:  And Queen Myrtle begins to sing.

       "Victims"

       Ah, ha, three more victims come my way

       A land of gray you will see today

       No gladness, just sadness

       No sun, just shadows

       Watch out, I'm Myrtle, the queen

       I've come to make your darkest dreams.

  Watch closely, I'm not just a tree

       I've Power here for YOU and ME    

       No friends, no handshakes

       No smiles, just heartbreaks

       Watch out, I'm Myrtle, YOUR queen

       I've come to make your darkest dreams.

       Trying is not what we do

       Giving up is playing by the rules

       I'll lead, you follow

       You can be my shadow

       Watch out, I'm Myrtle, YOUR queen

       I've come to make your darkest dreams.

WILTED PLANT WORLD  (in unison, chanting loudily)  

  Myrtle!  Myrtle!  Myrtle!

                            CHAPTER III

                          "THE CHALLENGE"

MANDY (upset, she responds to Myrtle)

       Stop!!  You sure don't look at things in a positive way!

CURT (says to Mandy)

       Maybe I know a way to make her happy.

NARRATOR:  Curt beckons Mandy to follow him and they walk up closer to Myrtle, leaving Professor Frog behind them and begin to sing:

       "Paint A Smile"

       Refrain:  You can paint a picture on your face

                 Without paints and a brush

                 The secret is there's a lovely smile

                 Inside all of us.

       Verse 1:  There's a new disposition waiting to be born

                 Even in a shabby tree

                 You'll be surprised when you find it

                 You won't mind it, you'll be so happy.

       Repeat refrain

       Verse 2:  Because there's love in everything

                 A bird on the wing

                 Even Master Moss the king

                 Now it's dormant, but it's important

                 Come on, try it, it comes so naturally.

       Repeat refrain

       Verse 3:  When you frown, you're feeling down

                 And you look like a sad clown

                 So pick yourself up, put troubles aside

                 Come on, listen to this happy song.

       Repeat refrain

MYRTLE (upset and becoming a little weakened by the song)

       Happiness, what's this to me!

NARRATOR:  The children quickly rejoin Professor Frog, each taking one of his arms for support this time.

MYRTLE  (regaining her strong negative attitude) My subjects dwell on sadness, so why upset them?

NARRATOR:  She looks at Master Moss and Whistle Weed.  Master Moss, with Whistle Weed clinging onto him for fear of Myrtle's words, look fearful and respond with cracked voices:

MASTER MOSS & WHISTLE WEED (with Whistle Weed slightly echoing)

       No, Your Majesty.

MYRTLE (says gruffly)

       No more wasting time talking about LOVE.

NARRATOR:  And Myrtle looks at Master Moss and Whistle Weed.

MYRTLE  What do we call it?

MASTER MOSS (boldly)

       Nonsense!

WILTED PLANT WORLD

       (as if echoing)  Nonsense!

WHISTLE WEED (nervously)

       Non (whistles on ses) s‑s‑sense.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle cackles like a witch and then becomes serious and quick to the point, glaring down at the children and frog.

MYRTLE (cackling like a witch)

       I challenge you with ALL MY POWER to a journey through

       my land to return back here with a smile, not a frown

       by the turn of the clock of the hand.  (talking slower

       and drooling as she looks down at them)  

NARRATOR:  Myrtle raises her wand pointing it at the children and frog.

MYRTLE:  And if you return back with a frown, I will cast my 

  sadness spell on you with this, my wand of negativity, and 

  you shall remain here FOREVER!

NARRATOR:  Myrtle cackles more outrageously.  Then she rudely turns her head away as if she has said her piece, and once again goes back to ignoring those around her as if they weren't even there...as if she were off in her own little world.  The children look fearful and Professor Frog looks in deep thought with his forefinger on his chin.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss picks up the TIME clock by Myrtle's throne with Whistle Weed trailing directly behind him and then they dance

around in front of the children and frog.  While Whistle Weed turns the clock's hand around in a couple of circles, Master Moss sing‑songily says:

MASTER MOSS  Turn of the clock of the hand...turn of the clock of

       the hand.

CURT (says to Master Moss)  What kind of clock is that?

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog taps his hat three times (tap, tap, tap) *** 

to seek an answer to the clock riddle.  He reads aloud the knowledge 

from his hat as the children look on.

PROFESSOR FROG  Your time and Myrtle's time don't rhyme.

NARRATOR:  He once again tucks the knowledge away in his pocket.

MANDY (says to Professor Frog and Curt)

       Turn of the clock of the hand?  What time is that?

       And from what I have seen of this confusing land, it

       wouldn't be too hard to get lost in it.

MASTER MOSS (says cunningly to children and frog)

       I will follow you in your shadows and keep you

       informed as your precious times ticks away.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss, with Whistle Weeds hands on Master Moss's shoulders, sway back and forth and sing:

       "Victory Song"

       All for one‑‑the queen

       A victory we will win

       Then she will reward us with more power

       When three more are turned sour.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss skips with Whistle Weed skipping close behind repeating their victory song, fading on the last line.

MANDY (downhearted)      

 
  I would not like to be like Myrtle and the others.

CURT (says poetically, trying to pick up their spirits)

       There must be a happy face in this land

       Maybe we're here as a friendship band.

MANDY (showing some enthusiasm)

       And what's so hard about smiling.  See (she half smiles).

       We have a lot to smile about..like our friend,

       Professor Frog.

CURT   And our home...(he says a little sadly) if we ever get

       home again.

PROFESSOR FROG (says wisely)

       Time is of the essence.  We must begin our adventure

       through Myrtle's land and try to be brave for what

       lies ahead.

MANDY  (looking back and forth toward center stage)

       Which way to go, I guess is up to us.

CURT (says optimistically)

       Maybe the three of us can add a little sunshine

       to this land.

MANDY  (pointing)  What kind of road is this?

CURT  It looks more like a detour than a road.

PROFESSOR FROG  It sure isn’t the yellow brick road!

WILTED PLANT WORLD   (snickering in unison)  Eh!!  Eh!!  Eh!!

                             CHAPTER IV

                   "ADVENTURES IN MYRTLE'S LAND"

NARRATOR:  They begin to follow a road, which zig zags back and forth,

making no sense.  Mandy walks ahead a bit and stops in front of a 

whimpering, sobbing rose.

MANDY  (acting surprised)  Why, it's a rose...a crying...wilted

       rose.

NARRATOR:  She examines a dry petal of the rose with her magnifying glass.  She brushes off dust from one of the petals to see it better.

And the rose continues to sob.  Curt and Professor Frog approach.

CURT  Oh, dear me.  What's wrong?

WILTED ROSE  (still sobbing a bit) I'm so sad and sorry.

BOTH CHILDREN IN UNISON (with Professor Frog watching):  Why are

       you sad and sorry?

WILTED ROSE  (a bit of anger in voice) Because I'm in such a mess!

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog dusts off one of her petals.

PROFESSOR FROG  But why?

WILTED ROSE  (says sadly)  Because I'm doomed. (taking

       a deep sigh, as if to catch her breath)  ...Once I was

       an admired red rose who lived in a beautiful 

  garden...(reflecting) I had such a grand life style.  I had 

  plenty of water and food...I was really living it up!  My 

  perfume permeated the air and my elegance could not be 

  compared...(getting upset) But then one day a terrible thing

  began to happen...Some cruel weeds came and started gobbling up 

  all my food and drinking all my water,  (sighs and calms down) 

  and I began to wilt and dry up, and after a time I lost all 

  hope of regaining my beauty.  I just wanted to hide....(getting

       stirred up again)....And now here I sit in this terrible gloomy 

  place...Oh, what am I to do?!!

CURT  (creating off the top of his head)  How awesome is the beauty

       of an elegant rose, exquisite from its head to its..

NARRATOR:  Curt looks to see if the Wilted Rose has any feet, which aren't obvious, and then sees she doesn't.

CURT   Whoops!  Toes?

MANDY  But you can change your self-image....you can be what you

       want to be.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle's negative wind sounds creep in and out quickly. ** The Wilted Rose shivers and so do the children.  Professor Frog

also looks uneasy.

NARRATOR:  Wilted Rose begins to speak nodding “no” with her head.

WILTED ROSE  You see that won't do any good.  I can't picture myself 

  to be anything more than a dry wilted rose....who cannot even

  shed a real tear.  (sob, sob)

MANDY  You definitely need perking up.  I wonder how we can help

       you.

WILTED ROSE  Help?  That could only make things worse for me...

       (as if programmed)  Help is out of the question here!

CURT  (trying to add a little hope) If you had a little rain, you

       could be the queen of roses.  Dreams can come true if you 

       can only dream.

WILTED ROSE  (acting a little hesitant)

       If I only knew how.

NARRATOR:  The Wilted Rose starts to look hopeful, but then begins to sob again.

WILTED ROSE  It's hopeless here...There's no such thing as rain or

       even windowpanes to rain on. (sob, sob)

PROFESSOR FROG  We must be on our way now.

CURT  We will try to come back to you later.

MANDY  We'll look for some water for you.

CHILDREN AND FROG  Goodbye, Goodbye.

NARRATOR:  The children and frog go on their way and begin to sing in unison together:

            Ring around the roses       (old familiar melody,

            Pocket full of poses         they sing twice)

            Ashes, ashes all fall down.

NARRATOR:  The song makes them happy and they fall down laughing merrily.  The Wilted Plant World laugh at them and mock them.

WILTED PLANT WORLD:  Eh, Eh, Eh!  

NARRATOR:  The children and frog look up at them confused.  They get up and start off on a road, which makes little sense going around in a circle.  Curt is curious at something he sees. 

CURT   Why, it looks like something pink in the distance.  

  But what is it?  

NARRATOR:  Curt races ahead to find out.

CURT (says excitedly)

       Why, it's a dinosaur!...and not too lively looking.

NARRATOR:  Mandy approaches, taking out her magnifying glass and inspects the pink dinosaur most carefully.

MANDY (nervously)  It doesn't even move...I wonder...I wonder

      if it's....(gulp) you know.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog stands back once again as an observer 

and pulls more knowledge from his hat (tap, tap, tap) ***

and reads the message to himself, and then looks as if he knows something about the dinosaur that the children don't.

PINK PLUNK (She pipes up, very upset)

       No, no, no.  Don't look at me.  No, stop.

NARRATOR:  The children are taken back.

MANDY  Please excuse me.  I had no idea.

PINK PLUNK (singly sadly)

       "Pink Plunk's Song"

       I feel so ugly and old

       I guess it's just my state of mind

       You know, this place

       Is as old as time.


  Well, I just got fed up one day

       And let myself go astray

       I didn't care how I looked

       Or who I was.

  Speaking:  And I'm so embarrassed, you all make me blush.

       Singing:   As you see, I'm just a pink, pink plunk.

PINK PLUNK (weeping)

       Leave me be.  There's nothing left of me.

CURT (says compassionately)

       But we're your friends.  My name is Curt and this is

       my sister, Mandy, and our good friend, Professor Frog.

PINK PLUNK (speaking out)

       Friends...friends are not allowed in this land.

       (becoming upset again)  If you don't let me be,

       the queen will punish me by making me even sadder.

MANDY (says sympathetically)

       We certainly wouldn't want that to happen.  You could

       change your state of mind if you only wanted to.

CURT (says poetically)

       Pink is really a becoming color.  Like a spring flower 

  aglow.

PINK PLUNK (for a moment feeling touched)

       It is?  I could?  (then beginning to weep again)

       I don't know how to think anything but sad thoughts.

       (beginning to cry more and more)

NARRATOR:  Master Moss, holding up the TIME clock, and Whistle Weed close by his side sneak up.  Master Moss pops out in front of the

children and frog alarming them.  He's holding up the clock.

MASTER MOSS  Tick, tick, tick. (he laughs deviously) Ha, ha.

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed steps up a bit closer to the children and

  frog.

WHISTLE WEED  Tick (whistle) tick.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss and Whistle Weed go away.  Pink Plunk still 

  cries.

PROFESSOR FROG (says concerned)

       Curt, Mandy, we had better go ahead now before a frown

       gets the best of us.

NARRATOR:  They start off again leaving Pink Plunk in her sad state, walking around on a road that once again makes no sense.  Professor Frog pulls more knowledge from his hat (tap, tap, tap)   ***

as he walks along, and then sings the message:

       "Smile A Mile"

       Smile, smile a mile, never just a while

       Keep that glow upon your face

       It will never go to waste

NARRATOR:  The children repeat the song, singing happily with Professor Frog.

CURT (stopping to reflect)  Pink Plunk has lost all enthusiasm.

       What an awful state to be in.

MANDY (reflecting, she says sadly)

       She has lost her identity.  I bet she was once a

       strong, brave dinosaur.  I wonder what made

       Pink Plunk give up.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle's negative sound begins to fill the air as if to **

remind them of her presence.  The Wilted Plant World echoes the gloominess of the land.

WILTED PLANT WORLD  (gloomy eerie sound) Ooh! Ooh!


PROFESSOR FROG (looking cautiously from side to side)

       It's like we are being watched.

NARRATOR:  Seeming to come out of nowhere are round thistly, sticker creatures that have legs and arms.

PROFESSOR FROG  Oh, oh!  They're coming at us!

NARRATOR:  The Stickers move around the children and frog, forming a circle and capture them.

STICKER LEADER #1 (says to their captives)

       Ah ha, you are all ours now...more for our side.

STICKER LEADER #2 (calling out from opposite side of circle)

       No, they are ours.  We captured them.

NARRATOR:  Even though, it's obvious the Stickers are divided into two groups, they stay together forming the one circle, yelling out angrily

like misbehaved children.  They grab at the children and frog, 

creating a tug‑of‑war with them, scrambling them around in the midst of their circle.

ALL STICKERS (yelling out spontaneously)

       They're ours!  Give them to me now...or else.

       Watch out or I'll blast you!  No, they're ours!

       We captured them first!  (etc.)

CHILDREN AND FROG (crying out spontaneously at sting from

       stickers)  Ouch!  Ouch!

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog attempts to tap his hat (1 tap) for some ***

knowledge, but can only get one tap in as his hat falls off his head, and he's barely able to snatch it up to keep it from being trampled!

CURT (yelling out over all the confusion)  We are not on either of

       your sides.

NARRATOR:  The tug‑a‑war and fighting abruptly stops.

STICKER LEADER #1 (taken back, says to children and frog)

       What?? The queen has not sent you to join our (says

       sarcastically)...friendly battles.  If you can win a fight

       with us, the Angry Stickers, Queen Myrtle will reward you

       with more of her gloomy power.

STICKER LEADER #2 (acting shocked, says to children and frog)

       There's nothing better than a good fight!  To be angry

       and sad is what keeps us going here.

NARRATOR:  They all struggle to try to break out of the circle, which is still being held tightly together, and Mandy gets stung.

MANDY  Ouch!

NARRATOR:  She quickly steps back into the middle of the circle.

MANDY  We don't want to fight!  We're not like you have become!

ALL STICKERS (say in unison)

       You don't?  You aren't?

NARRATOR:  All the stickers still in circle formation, with the children and frog still being held captive, begin to mumble among

themselves that fighting is their purpose.

CURT (says with a disciplinary tone)

       Fighting just for the sake of fighting doesn't

       accomplish anything.

NARRATOR:  All the stickers become so confused over the children's words that they let go of their circle, mumbling with one another and

shrugging their shoulders.  The children take a deep sigh of

relief, happy to be free, and Professor Frog takes his hat off

and carefully brushes it off.

CURT (says poetically to himself, aloud)

       Fighting is frustrating

       Now's the time to learn before it's too late.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle's negative sound creeps in once again, **

and the Wilted Plant World echoes the mood as if to regenerate the

stickers to fight.  The stickers act as if they are hypnotized by 

the gloomy sound and begin to speak angrily, dividing into two

teams.

STICKER LEADER #2 (says loudly)  What are we waiting for?

STICKER LEADER #1 (says loudly) Yeah, what are we waiting for?

ALL STICKERS (say in unison to children and frog)

       Watch out 'cause we're going to get you!

MANDY (panic‑stricken)  Let's get out of here fast!

CURT   (also panic‑stricken) Before we feel the terrible sting of

       the stickers!

NARRATOR:  Curt grabs a hold of Mandy and Professor Frog, who is holding onto his hat for dear life.

NARRATOR:  The stickers attempt to grab their three visitors, barely missing them, as they escape.  One of the littlest stickers trails behind the others and notices The Wilted Plant World around him and lets out a terrifying yell and runs away quickly.

NARRATOR:  The children and frog stop running as they are out of breath.  They all three look behind, making sure they have escaped the stickers.

CURT (reflecting, says)  I learned that sometimes you can be your

       own worst enemy.

MANDY (exhausting, says)  All that fighting...(she begins to

       sadden)..I feel so worn out and on the gloomy side.

CURT (becoming fatigued, he yawns and says)  Me too.

PROFESSOR FROG (he quotes previous knowledge from hat)

       "Gloomy sounds can get you down".

NARRATOR:  All three look at each other with worried looks on their faces at the truth of the statement.

                             CHAPTER V

                          "SETTING A TRAP"

CURT (picking up his attitude, he says)

       Things could be worse.  At least we have each other.

MANDY (picking up her attitude, she says)

       I don't know what came over me.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog looks around for Master Moss and can't spot him.

PROFESSOR FROG (in a wise tone)  Time, yes, we must have some

       left.

NARRATOR:  He taps hat three times (tap, tap, tap)        ***

and pulls out a message and reads it to himself while Curt looks over his shoulder.  Mandy finds herself talking to herself as Curt and Professor Frog are so engrossed in the knowledge from his hat.

MANDY (says to herself aloud)

       I wonder what lies ahead?  Maybe a friend.

NARRATOR:  Mandy starts off alone in this most unpredictable land, hoping to find a friend.  Curt and Professor Frog are unaware that she has gone off alone.

CURT (says to Professor Frog)  I never knew a hat could be filled

       with so much knowledge.  If I had a hat like yours....Why,

       I'd...

NARRATOR:  Curt and Professor Frog are both beckoned from afar by Master Moss.

MASTER MOSS  Psst, Curt!  Psst, Professor Frog!  I have something

      important to tell you.

NARRATOR:  Out of curiosity, they go to see what he wants.  But Master Moss doesn't make much sense, as he just sounds like a bunch of goobly garble, and then takes off, leaving Curt and Professor Frog totally confused.  

NARRATOR:  Curt and Professor Frog continue their “hat” conversation (we can’t hear them) as you can see Curt pointing to the hat and talking.

NARRATOR:  At the same time, Mandy is beckoned by Whistle Weed who has popped out from the side of a pathetic looking cactus ahead on the side of the road.

WHISTLE WEED    (persuasively and deviously) Mandy, I have someone 

  here for you to meet.

NARRATOR:  And Whistle Weed points to the cactus and then quickly runs off.  Since Mandy is eager to find a friend, she goes up to the cactus.

MANDY  Hello cactus.  My name is Mandy.  What is your name?

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (says sadly)  Hello Mandy.  I'm just a cactus.  

        I have a secret. (says temptingly)  If you come closer, you 

        can find out my secret.

NARRATOR:  Being curious, Mandy walks closer to the cactus and notices its heart is made out of a mirror in the shape of a heart.

MANDY  Why, your heart is made out of a mirror!

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (she sings sadly):

       "Reflection"

       I'm a reflection of my thoughts and desires

       My fire has gone out

       And my heart is filled with doubt.

       There's nothing here to do but be sad

       I find it hard to cope

       When there's nothing here called hope.

MANDY (says with deep concern in her voice)

       Things can't be that bad.  There must be one spark

       left in you.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (says sadly)

       I've been told a cactus isn't good for anything.

MANDY (says compassionately)  Why, you are very special.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (becoming annoyed, she says)

       Special?  Look around girl!  I'm like all the rest!

       We're all gray‑faced!

MANDY (says compassionately)  Really, you are quite unique...not

       like any other plant.  Everything is created a little

       different than the next, making us all special.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (becoming touched by Mandy's words, she says)

       Why, no one's ever told me that.  You must be all turned

       around.

NARRATOR:  Mandy walks up even closer to the Cactus and proceeds to examine its unusual heart with her magnifying glass, and the Cactus becomes 

upset.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS  Stop, please stop!  Maybe there is hope and you

       can help me find it!

NARRATOR:  Mandy does not heed her warning as she wants to console the Cactus.

MANDY  There, there.  You mustn't cry or you will fog up your

       heart.

NARRATOR:  She wipes off the cactus's heart with the handkerchief she takes from her overalls pocket.

MANDY  See, your heart is just like new.

NARRATOR:  She continues to examine the Cactus's heart with her magnifying glass.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (pleading, she says)

       Please step back!

NARRATOR:  Mandy continues to stare into the mirrored heart.  But after looking into her heart for a while, something seems to happen, like she's under some sort of spell.

MANDY  (she speaks slowly in a monotone)

       Oh, your heart is just like.....Your heart is just like old.

       (she starts to cry)  It's a sad heart.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (says sadly)

       I tried to stop you, but it looks like it's too late.

       That's my secret‑‑Anyone who looks into my mirrored

       sadness is under my sad spell.  (says upset)

       Oh, what can I do to save Mandy!  (she sobs)

       I even feel sadder!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss, deviously laughing, with Whistle Weed tagging along, approaches.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS  (pleading)

       Master Moss, dear king weed under wretched queen of this

       land, please save this helpless victim from our sadness.

MASTER MOSS  (says arrogantly)

       Why, POWER is here and NO is the word.  Why bother with

       a YES‑S when vocabulary is such a BURR‑DENN.

NARRATOR:  Mandy continues to sob, having lost control of herself.

WHISTLE WEED (attempts to echo Master Moss)

       Yes (whistle) ‑s (whistle) Burr‑denn (whistle)

NARRATOR:  Master Moss grabs Mandy with Whistle Weed clumsily attempting to assist, and stations Mandy behind the Cactus.

MASTER MOSS   We'll just hide this little one from the others

       behind the (laughs deviously) cactus, and then we're off to

       stir up more trouble! (laughs deviously)

NARRATOR:  The Wilted Plant World echoes devious laughter.

WILTED PLANT WORLD (echoing)  Eh, Eh, Eh!

NARRATOR:  Curt and Professor Frog are in such a deep discussion about Professor Frog's hat, they are unaware where Mandy is.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss and Whistle Weed lurk close by behind some Wilted Plants ready to pounce on their next targets.

CURT (engrossed, he says)

       What an interesting story about your hat?  (he looks

       around)  Where's Mandy?

PROFESSOR FROG (says with astonishment)

       Oh no, she must have gone off alone!

CURT (calls out frantically) Mandy!  Mandy!

PROFESSOR FROG (calls out frantically) Mandy!  Mandy!

NARRATOR:  At that moment, Master Moss and Whistle Weed jump out at Curt and Professor Frog, startling them.  These surprise attacks begin to disgust Professor Frog, as he pulls himself together.

PROFESSOR FROG  What's the scoop, droop?

NARRATOR:  Master Moss is taken back a bit by Professor Frog's boldness, but then returns quickly to his villainous self.

MASTER MOSS   Curt, the power is overcoming your happy sister!

CURT (says angrily to Master Moss)

       We should have known you have been up to some mischief!

       (says impatiently)  What did you do with Mandy!

MASTER MOSS (acting innocent, he says)

       Me??  (becoming serious, he says)  I will take you to

       your sister, but first you will have to agree to go

       along with my terms.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog takes Curt aside and speaks softly to him to not let anyone else hear.

PROFESSOR FROG  We had better agree to his terms or we may never

       find Mandy.  We'll just have to pretend to go along with

       him.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog winks at Curt.

CURT (says hesitantly to Professor Frog) Ok, my friend...we'll just

pretend.

NARRATOR:  Hesitantly, Curt announces to Master Moss:

CURT   Ok, we'll go along with your terms.  (acting nervous,

       he says)  But what are your terms?

MASTER MOSS (acting excited, he says)

       It's really quite easy.  You both just have to promise to

       give up your freedom of thought.

NARRATOR:  Curt looks at Professor Frog uneasily.  Professor Frog winks again at Curt to reassure him that everything will be all right.

PROFESSOR FROG AND CURT (say in unison)

       We promise to give up our freedom of thought.

NARRATOR:  Curt grasps Professor Frog's hand.

CURT   I feel a little strange, don't you?

PROFESSOR FROG (says to Curt)

       No, I feel ok, Curt.  What do you mean?

CURT (says to Professor Frog, looking woeful)

       I wonder...I, I do think I lost my thinker.

NARRATOR:  Curt sits down, puts his head in hands and looks bewildered.  Professor Frog becomes very worried and proclaims out loud:

PROFESSOR FROG  I think we are nearing the hour of the hand

       on the clock.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss gloats standing over Curt and Professor Frog, rubbing his hands together with much satisfaction.

MASTER MOSS (says to Professor Frog and Curt)

       Why, it's arrived!  You're OURS now!!

WHISTLE WEED (echoing Master Moss)

       (whistle) Ours. (whistle)

MASTER MOSS (says to Whistle Weed)   Let us march three more sad

       ones off to the queen...and then I as MASTER will be 

       rewarded once again.

NARRATOR:  It is very hard now for even Professor Frog to feel there's hope to escape this dreary land, and he's even beginning to feel sad.  He knows his hat is their only hope, so he quickly takes it off and begins:

PROFESSOR FROG (in a worried tone)

       There has to be a solution.  "Wisdom (tap), Hope (tap),  ***

       Solution (tap)".

NARRATOR:  He pulls out a message quickly, reading to himself and then approaches Master Moss, taking him aside by the arm and says to Master Moss.

PROFESSOR FROG  (deviously)  I have a dark idea.  You are so

       cunning, are you not?

MASTER MOSS (boasting, says to Professor Frog)

       I am cunning.  (laughs devilishly)

PROFESSOR FROG  (says to Master Moss)

       Why let the queen have all the fun?  Why not have it

       all yourself?

MASTER MOSS (drumming his fingers on his hat, thinking, he says)

       To be ruler of this whole land....Why should I settle

       being second best?  (says to Professor Frog)  But, the

       wand....I must get the wand away from the queen, for in

       it lies ALL THE POWER!  Then I shall cast all the spells!

PROFESSOR FROG (patting Master Moss on the back, he says to him)

       How did you ever think of such a powerful idea?

MASTER MOSS (gloating, he responds to Professor Frog)

       Because Master Moss is the strongest in the land!

       Whistle Weed, go get the girl and bring her

       to me and I will be on my way to the queen for

       real victory!

WHISTLE WEED (says obediently to Master Moss)

       Yes (whistle) ‑s your mas (whistle) ‑tersh‑ (whistle) ip.

NARRATOR:  While Whistle Weed gets Mandy, Master Moss is busy calculating the queen's overthrow.  Professor Frog and Curt wait silently.  Whistle Weed soon returns with Mandy, who is still under the sad spell, and returns quickly to Master Moss's side.  Master Moss is still preoccupied in his own world, and he doesn't even acknowledge Whistle Weed having arrived with Mandy.

PROFESSOR FROG (says to Mandy) I'm so glad you are all right.

MANDY (says sadly)  Oh, I feel so awful...My thoughts are so 

gloomy.

CURT (says to Professor Frog and Mandy as if in a daze)

       My thoughts seem so shallow....I feel so lost.

PROFESSOR FROG (looking at Curt and Mandy, he says aloud)

       It appears one thing does grow here and that’s

  confusion!  How sad my two friends!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss comes out of his deep thought and he's aware that it's time for action.  Pointing, he begins to lead the way to Queen Myrtle.

MASTER MOSS  Off to gain the crown!

                             CHAPTER VI

                            "THE TRIAL"

NARRATOR:  They all march with Whistle Weed close behind Master Moss, and then Mandy, Professor Frog and Curt following, going around and around in confusion again.  Myrtle's negative vibrations

come this time in the form of the Wilted Plant World singing,

making a wind‑like sound:

WILTED PLANT WORLD (singing)

                  "Shaa‑room"

       Shaa‑room, shaa‑room

       Scramble gloom

       Shickerty, shackerty, sho

       The wind is beginning to blow.

MASTER MOSS (he listens attentively and then says)

       The wind is strong.  She must be moody today.

MYRTLE (sings hauntingly)

       "I Come To Haunt Your Mind"

       I come to haunt your mind

       To cast a spell on time

       To take away your sunshine

       And your dreamy days.

WILTED PLANT WORLD (echoing Myrtle)

       She comes to haunt your mind

       To cast a spell on time

       To take away your sunshine

       And your dreamy days.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss begins to feel chilled by it, as do the others.  He approaches the queen's throne in the same sheepish manner as in the beginning.  Myrtle pretends once again to ignore them in her snobbish manner with her head turned away.  The Wilted Plant World continue to applaud Myrtle's every move with their echoes of negativity.

MASTER MOSS (first clearing his voice twice, then in a weak

       voice, he says to Myrtle)

       Your Majesty.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss gathers together his three captives and pushes them toward her throne and he speaks a little more boldly.  

MASTER MOSS  I have three more sad ones for you who have forgotten        

         how to smile.

MYRTLE  (windily says, turning toward them)

       Well, it's about time!  What took you so long?

NARRATOR:  Myrtle glares down at her frightened victims even frightening Professor Frog.

MASTER MOSS  (he says, speaking up)

       I have a suggestion.  It's very important!

MYRTLE (says to Master Moss)

       Shh.  Nothing is important here but me.  Keep your

       thoughts to yourself or I will turn you into a

       Whistle Weed with no mind at all!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss looks deflated.  Myrtle glares with eyes of fire down upon her three victims.  Her wickedness fills the air!

MYRTLE  (she says wickedly)  So, you have been trapped by sadness.

       NO ONE can win over MY power.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle looks out ahead spanning her land.  She motions with her arm holding her wand and calls out beckoning to everyone.

MYRTLE  (showing impatience) Come, come, come.

NARRATOR:  All the victims of Myrtle's land come:  The Wilted Rose, Pink Plunk, the Angry Stickers, The Cactus, and Witch Grass Brooms and they gather around Curt, Mandy and Professor Frog.  The Witch Grass  Brooms stand directly in front of them.  They are now wearing white tory wigs as they are going to act as the judge and jury.

MYRTLE  (saying authoritatively to everyone)

       The trial shall begin.

NARRATOR:  The Witch Grass Broom Judge wears wire-framed glasses that are hanging on the nose.

WITCH GRASS BROOM JUDGE (saying loudly)

       Order in the court.

OTHER BROOMS (echo loudly)  Order in the court.

JUDGE (says loudly) The trial has begun.

OTHER BROOMS (echo loudly)  The trial has begun.

JUDGE (says loudly)  Two children and a frog.

OTHER BROOMS (echo loudly)  Two children and a frog.

NARRATOR:  The Judge unrolls a paper that is in scroll form and reads the verdict aloud.

JUDGE  GUILTY is the verdict.

EVERYONE (except children & frog) (in unison) GUILTY!!

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog is overwhelmed at the pace of everything and he blurts out:

PROFESSOR FROG  But that's not fair!  I would like to say

       something in Curt and Mandy's behalf.

NARRATOR:  He steps forward boldly to address Queen Myrtle.

       "Your Own Example"

       Verse #1:  You are your own example

                  To share with girls and boys

                  Learn to give a little gentleness

                  Don't take away their toys.

       Verse #2:  You are your own watch tower

                  So, watch your step each day

                  If you have a cloud of doubt

                  Don't throw it their way.

       Bridge:    Listen, listen

                  To what children say

                  If you really listen

                  All your nonsense goes away (Hey, Hey)

  Verse 3:   You are your own step ladder

                  You can climb as high as YOU CAN

                  Don't try to take children's dreams away

                  Ask your heart, it understands.

       Repeat Verse 1

(“Your Own Example” – Continued)

       Out:       Their dreams can come true

                  But we can't rely on you

                  For in your cloud

                  No one laughs out loud.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle tries very hard not to become weakened by the song.

MYRTLE  (says hastily)  Fiddle, diddle!  The initiation ceremony

       will begin immediately.

NARRATOR:  She glares down to her three victims without one ounce of pity.

MYRTLE (cackling)  I will cast my spell on you so you will remain

       here FOREVER as PERMANENT members of my land.

                            CHAPTER VII

                            "SPELLBOUND"

NARRATOR:  Myrtle raises her wand to cast the spell.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (abruptly, she yells out)

       Stop!

NARRATOR:  All of Myrtle's followers turn around in astonishment saying "OHH"  in unison at the cactus's bold words.  Even Myrtle is too stunned at first to speak.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS  You can't do this to three more helpless

       victims!  Maybe there really is hope!

MYRTLE  (confused, she says)

       It is impossible....A flaw in my plan?....It can't be!!

NARRATOR:  The Cactus daringly reaches over and hits her mirrored heart, smashing it into many pieces (It sounds like glass breaking!).   And right before Myrtle and her whole land, a strange thing begins to take place.....A bright yellow light radiates from the Cactus, replacing the gloominess of her being (magical tingling sound occurs)...and the next thing is even harder to believe....The Cactus begins to smile!!

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (says enthusiastically)

       Why, I...I feel....terrific!  (she begins to sing:)

       "Something Just Happened"

       Something just happened to me now

       I don't know why or how

       But I feel like the most beautiful

         cactus in the world

       Without one care or worry...

       I feel a spark of life now

       My sadness is gone

       And my heart is filled with song.

NARRATOR:  Myrtle points her wand at the Cactus, whirling it **

frantically in a circular motion three times trying to regain control of the Cactus.

MYRTLE (Aggressively)  I command you to wipe that smile off your

       face!  My land is a gray land, not one with sunshine!

NARRATOR:  But when Myrtle tries to keep her wand pointed at the cactus, she has to turn her head away, because of the strange, penetrating glow coming from the cactus.  As her head is turned, shielding her face with her left branch arm, Master Moss sees his chance, and snatches up the wand from Myrtle.  Her follower's gasp loudly in fear!

MASTER MOSS (victoriously)

       Now the power is all mine!  I'm the ruler now!

NARRATOR:  Myrtle feels helpless!  And she still can't look at Master Moss because she's trying to shield herself from the powerful yellow light radiating from the cactus.

MYRTLE (says in a rattled manner to Master Moss)

       What have you done?  (say with great emphasis) YOU WILL BE

       PUNISHED!!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss points the wand at the Cactus, but has to turn his head away to keep the penetrating yellow light from overcoming him.

MASTER MOSS  I, King Master Moss, will set things straight again.

SYMPATHETIC CACTUS (says confidently)

       But you CAN'T now because I can capture you under my

       mirrored happiness.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss, persistent, makes another attempt to point the wand at the cactus, moving it in circular motions, having to shield his face from the light.  All at once, a light begins to reflect off of the end of the wand.  He then turns to Whistle Weed for help.

MASTER MOSS (says to Whistle Weed)

       Obedient partner in crime, shield me from that yellow glow.

NARRATOR:  As Whistle Weed moves toward the Sympathetic Cactus, he becomes dazzled by the yellow light (magical tingling sound occurs) and starts to skip and dance around like he's dizzy with a new light feeling.

WHISTLE WEED (dancing around, he begins to sing:)

       "Yellow Fellow"

       I wish I was a yellow fellow

       A‑sailing in the wind

       I wish I was a yellow fellow

       A‑sailing in the wind

       And the direction I'd blow would take me home

  And I'd start all over again.

       I wish I was a yellow fellow

       A‑sailing in the wind.

NARRATOR:  Whistle Weed goes to the side of the Cactus.  He pops out of the hunched position and stands up straight, and right before their eyes his pale brown body turns into a ripe rich green plant.  Master Moss becomes frantic feeling he’s losing control of Whistle Weed.

MASTER MOSS (becoming frantic, he says)

       No, no!  I order this to stop!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss frantically begins to point the glowing wand at everyone around, and each time he points the wand at someone, a magical tingling sound occurs.  He starts by pointing the wand at Mandy (magical tingling sound).  Professor Frog stands back as an observer once again.  Mandy begins to waken out of the sad spell.

MANDY  Why, where have I been?  It was like being held captive

       in a state of gloom.  (pausing)  It's safe to say, I'm

       my old self again!

NARRATOR:  And Mandy's face beams with the biggest smile you have ever seen.

NARRATOR:  Then Master Moss points the wand at Curt. (magical tingling sound)  Curt taps his head once, as if coming to life.

CURT   Oh...I feel a glow in my heart...My thoughts are free!

       (fully awakened, overjoyed)  I feel like me!

MASTER MOSS  (says frantically)

       What's happening?  What's wrong with the wand?!!

NARRATOR:  And the glowing light at the end of the wand becomes brighter and more powerful replacing gloominess and grayness of the land.  Then Master Moss whips the wand in the air at the Wilted Rose.  (magical tingling sound)  And The Rose begins to slowly transform...First her wilted leaves perk up, then her petals perk up...and then she turns into the most beautiful, elegant rose you could ever wish to see!  The Rose is stunned at first at the dramatic change, and she pinches herself to make sure she isn't dreaming...and then she begins to beam.

WILTED ROSE  Why, I feel alive again!  Dreams can come true!

NARRATOR:  The Sympathetic Cactus, Whistle Weed, Curt and Mandy gather around the Wilted Rose showing happiness and support.  Queen Myrtle just looks confused and stunned and doesn’t participate with the others.  The Wilted Rose then bursts into song with her supporters snapping their fingers with the beat.

       "I Won't Be A Wilted Rose"

       I won't be a wilted rose anymore

       I'll be the queen of roses come true

       I'm going to stand straight and tall

       And try hard not to fall...

       I'll be perfumed, elegant, perky and true

       I'm not going to hide from you.

       Now I can exclaim it without fear!

       I'll be the queen of roses come true

       I've found my pride again

       This rose is going to win!

       I'll be perfumed, elegant, perky and true

       I'm not going to hide from you.


  I won’t be a wilted rose anymore

SINGING IN HARMONY:  Curt, Mandy, Professor Frog, Sympathetic Cactus, Whistle Weed & Wilted Weeds with last line above:


  She won’t be a wilted rose anymore

NARRATOR:  Master Moss is determined not to give up and points the wand at Pink Plunk (magical tingling sound) ....and she also begins to make a change.

PINK PLUNK (says excitedly)

       I don't feel shy any more.  Pink is a becoming color.

       I'm proud to be me!  Why being different makes me special!

       A Brontosaurus, such as myself, can teach others about who

       I am and I may be able to answer some questions about my 

  other fellow dinosaurs.

NARRATOR:  Beginning to feel helpless, Master Moss points the wand at the Angry Stickers. (magical tingling sound)

ANGRY STICKERS  (begin to sing:)  (they sing twice)

       "Fight, Fight, Fight"

       We use to fight, fight, fight

       Now we want to LOVE

       Just like the yellow fellow

       Who's seen the sun above.

Master Moss frantically points the wand at the Witch Grass Brooms.

MASTER MOSS (exasperated)  You must be sad!  Sad holds all the

       power!

ALL WITCH GRASS BROOMS (sing in unison:) (others join in on end)

       "Good Morning"

       Verse 1:  Got a lot of things to do today

                 Got a lot of things to pray about

                 Got a lot of things to do today

                 Got a lot of things to think about.

       Refrain:  Good morning Mister Sunshine

                 How do you do today?

       Verse 2:  Got a lot of things to put in place

                 That yesterday had gone astray

                 The sun will help me find my place

                 With the light it shines throughout the day.

       Repeat Refrain Twice

       Bridge:   The early morning hour

       (solo     The candle burns away

        by a     The sun is somewhere out there

        Broom)   How do you do today?

       Repeat Verse 1 (Others join in unison until end of song

                       except Myrtle and Master Moss)

       Repeat Refrain Twice

       Out:      Good morning, good morning (twice) (oo, oo)

MASTER MOSS (exhausted, he says in a pleading manner)

       Everyone, stop this singing now!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss frantically waves the wand at The Wilted Plants still surrounding and protecting Queen Myrtle and the magical tingling sound occurs and all The Wilted Plants are transformed and they stand up and look in awe and alive at their new state of being.

NARRATOR:  Master Moss boldly points the wand at Myrtle (magical tingling sound occurs).

MASTER MOSS  I am ruler now!

MYRTLE (upset, saying to Master Moss)  This can't be.  You have

       disobeyed your queen.  (she cries)  My kingdom is falling

       apart....or is it?  I'm so confused....or am I?  Oh, oh,

       this is....I feel something happening to me...(sounding

       overjoyed, she says)  I've..I've got myself a new attitude!

EVERYONE (except Master Moss) SAYS IN UNISON:

       The queen has a new attitude!

NARRATOR:  Hopelessly, Master Moss points the wand at himself as a last resort. (magical tingling sound occurs) And he begins to sway back and forth.

MASTER MOSS (he starts to sing:)

       "I Might Want To Try"

       King Moss and king me

       I think I see a lovely tree

       King Moss and King I

       Give me a clear sky

       I might want to try.

       What's happening here

       Is not too clear

       If sadness said goodbye

       With gladness

       I might want to try.

EVERYONE (says in unison with enthusiasm to Master Moss)

       We'll help you!

NARRATOR:  Master Moss smiles and willingly hands the wand back to Myrtle. Myrtle moves in the middle of everyone with Master Moss following.

MYRTLE (says compassionately to everyone) The sun does shine in our 

   land now.  We will all learn as we grow together.

NARRATOR:  And Professor Frog taps his hat (tap, tap, tap) and ***

he reaches into his hat and takes the message out and reads it to 

himself.  He nods and smiles and then winks, as if he now 

understands all that has happened.

NARRATOR:  And the whole land bursts into song, sounding like a joyful symphony.

       (Myrtle sings first two lines and children, frog, Master

       Moss, Whistle Weed, Sympathetic Cactus, Wilted Rose and Pink

       Plunk join in (with Myrtle singing and conducting everyone

  with her wand) on the next two lines, and everyone else       joins in on the last verse with much enthusiasm (divide       singers in half for one part harmony):

       "Chorus From Theme Song"

       Oh, love DOES abide here

       It can sit by your side

       And mend your heart

       If you want a new start..

       It can turn you around

       So, you're not upside down

       And take you home

       Spinning golden memories

       Upon to live, so let us give

       Some love.

NARRATOR:  The spell of the land is finally broken and LOVE has taken its place.  

NARRATOR:  (with excitement) All of a sudden, the happiness begins to expand the cloud.

NARRATOR:  Mandy looks up with her magnifying glass.

MANDY:  I think we're going to see more sky.

CURT:   The sky says "hi".  The cloud says "goodbye".

PROFESSOR FROG:  Oh dear, hold on!

NARRATOR:  Mandy and Curt hold onto each other to keep from being blown away.  Professor Frog holds onto his treasured hat with his one hand and hangs onto the children with the other.

NARRATOR:  And the cloud keeps expanding more and more, and then begins to whirl around and around....faster and faster.

CURT AND MANDY:  (in unison)  Oh, no!  We're upside down!

NARRATOR:  (with excitement) And suddenly Myrtle’s land bursts like an overblown balloon (POP! Sound) dispersing in the sky and is swept away, leaving not one trace.

                            CHAPTER VIII

                       "THE STRANGEST DREAM?"

NARRATOR:  Curt and Mandy are beginning to stir, stretching and yawning.  The sun shines through their bedroom window as if it was greeting them in the form of a cheery smile.

NARRATOR:  Professor Frog is on their dresser in frozen stance in a squatting position.

MOTHER (only voice)

       Mandy.  Curt.  It's time to get up.  Breakfast is cooking.

MANDY (says lazily)

       Ok.

CURT (says lazily)

       Ok.

("Dreams" Instrumental starts to play in the background to set the mood.)

NARRATOR:  The children get up.  First they slowly and carefully look under their pillows and then under their beds as if to see if there are any monsters hiding there.  They looked relieved when they don’t find any. 

NARRATOR:  Next they both quickly run over to Professor Frog (who is once again in a frozen stance on their dresser) and look up at him.  They both touch him--He stays frozen and they shrug their shoulders looking puzzled at each other.

NARRATOR:  The kids then get dressed in their play clothes.  Curt runs to the window.

CURT (says excitedly to Mandy)

       Look, the sun is out!  (pondering a moment, he says)

       I had the strangest dream last night.

NARRATOR:  Mandy goes to take a look also.

MANDY (reflecting a moment, says to Curt)

       I did too.  I dreamed I went to a land in a cloud in

       the sky with you, Curt, and even our big stuffed frog

       came along, and he called himself Professor Frog,

       and he talked and everything, and his hat was full of

       knowledge.  We really thought we would have to stay

       forever in Myrtle's land of sadness....and then

       the most amazing things began to happen...and then I awoke.

CURT (nodding his head, he says)

       It sure did seem real.

(“Dreams” Instrumental fades and “Dreams” song begins with Mandy and Curt singing:)

       "Dreams"

       Verse 1:  Escape with me into a dream

                 Of glitter or gray gloom

                 A fantasy can be fun

                 The door is open to everyone.

       Verse 2:  You'll see it doesn't matter

                 If all your dreams come true

                 You may not like the place you go

                 And your wish will be to journey home.

       Bridge:   Now don't let fears and shadows

                 Hide under your pillow

                 Oh, let sweet music lead your soul

                 To a magic dreamland all of your own.

       Verse 3:  The sandman will lead you

                 To your land of dreams

                 Life is sweeter if you dare

                 To free yourself of your daily cares.

       Repeat Bridge and Out

(Instrumental of “Dreams” once again begins to play gently in the background.)

NARRATOR:  Curt and Mandy make their beds and straighten their rooms and go to breakfast.  They are eager to see what adventures they will find today.

(short pause to set transformation of thought)

NARRATOR:  
When the wind died down, it sat complacently upon new, good thoughts.  The weed and moss in Mr. Waldorf's garden withered up, turning into decay, and went back into the earth from whence they came. ...The rain followed close behind, bringing nourishment to the ground.  

NARRATOR:

And one day shortly thereafter two big, juicy

carrots popped up. And sometimes you can hear a soft high whistle from Mr. Waldorf’s garden and the larger carrot tapping the smaller one on its head to show some muscle.

NARRATOR CONTINUES:   Today Mr. Waldorf’s garden is caressed by the happy winds and smiles up to the sun and continues to flourish along with an elegant rose, a hopeful cactus and one stately statue of a pink dinosaur watching over the garden.  

(You can hear three taps.)






***

(For storybook, you can show Professor Frog on the dresser tapping his hat, pulling a message from it, reading it and then winking.)

NARRATOR:

And what is this I hear?  

NARRATOR:

I guess it's a never ending learning process.  We'll save that for another time.              

(Dreams Instrumental ends.  Chorus of “Dreams” in harmony plays with everyone singing.)

(END OF STORY)
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